
f l e u r o t

A Floral Tarot Deck



The Language of Flowers is a fascinating system that 
the Victorian population used to court and woo their 
love interests—and be passive aggressive towards their  
friends and neighbors. What I love about the Victorian 
Language of Flowers is that the whole gamut of human 
emotions are represented. Flowers, in the traditional 
sense, are associated with all things beautiful, positive, 
and happy. But the Language of Flowers incorporates a 
lot of negative emotions, too: hatred, grief, solitude… 

This is also very true of the Tarot. If you’ve ever 
worked with Tarot before, then you’re probably 
familiar with the “bad” cards like The Tower, Death, 
the 3 of Swords. No one wants these cards to show 
up in a reading, but they’re in the Tarot because life 
isn’t all just candy and rainbows. We all face negativity 
and darkness in all aspects of our lives, and the Tarot 
is merely a way to uncover some of those shadowy 
realms. Rather than be afraid of them, the “bad”  
cards can give us the tools to face negativity with 
a new perspective.



Fleurot, or the Floral Tarot Deck, blends the meanings 
from the Victorian Language of Flowers with the 
traditional Rider-Waite Tarot deck. It puts a new spin 
on a classic, giving you fresh ways to look at our basic 
human experiences. Like a traditional Tarot deck, you 
can use Fleurot as a way to have a conversation with 
your inner knowing, and to guide you through life 
more intuitively.

how to use th is  deck
Tarot 101

Each of the flowers in this deck have been paired with 
one of the cards from the traditional Rider-Waite 
Tarot deck, and the number at the top right corner of 
the card corresponds to the Tarot card it represents. 
This booklet corresponds directly to that numbering 
system to make it super easy to find the meaning for 
each card. Each card in this deck is associated with 
three main themes, but I encourage you to dive deep 
into each of the Tarot meanings if you’re intrigued by 
a particular card. There’s a deep well of information on 
each card out there by many talented Tarot enthusiasts!

There are a few ways to interact with a Tarot deck. 
Many people like to pull one card every morning as 
a starting point for what to focus on that day. Cards 
can also be pulled as multi-card spreads. There are 
instructions for a few pre-designed spreads on the  

next page if you want some guidance! Or, as you 
become more familiar with the deck, you can design a 
spread of your own based around a particular question 
you may have, or an area in your life you may want 
more information about.

Overall, there isn’t a right or wrong way to read 
Tarot cards: it’s not meant to be ‘fortune telling’, but 
rather it’s a great tool for self reflection, for sparking 
conversation with yourself, or for noticing patterns 
that come up around certain situations in your life.

Disclaimer: I have based all of the meanings of plants 
in this deck off of the traditional Language of Flowers 
from Victorian Times, but many of them have gained 
multitudes of meanings over the years. If a particular 
plant speaks to you, but you don’t feel a connection with 
the meanings outlined here, I encourage you to research 
the plant and find the meaning that you resonate with!

beg inning a read ing

To begin, find a quiet place where you won’t be 
interrupted for a short length of time. Sit comfortably 
and take a few deep, conscious breaths to clear your 
mind of cluttering thoughts. Then, begin to formulate 
a question, or focus on a particular subject you are 
looking for guidance in.



Shuffle your deck until it feels appropriate to stop. 
(I like to shuffle three times, but Tarot is all about 
intuition so let your own feelings be your guide!) 
Cut the deck into three piles, and re-stack the cards  
in whatever order feels right. 

Then, while referencing your chosen spread, begin to 
place the cards from the top of the deck in order of 
the cards in the spread. Each spot will correspond to a 
particular question or subject for your overall reading, 
so it’s good to go in order.

As you go through your spread, note which card falls 
in each spot, reference the meanings of each card, and 
compare them to the spot they fell into. What comes 
up for you related to your inquiry? Is there something 
that you connect the meaning to right away, perhaps 
something you were or weren’t expecting to find? If 
you’re struggling with finding a direct connection, 
consult other sources to dig into the deeper meaning 
of the card and something will emerge more clearly.

Ultimately, there is no right or wrong way to read 
Tarot, and there are always positive and negative sides 
to each card’s interpretation. Trust your gut. Have fun 
playing around with different spreads and following 
your divine intuition!

three card spread

1. Past
2. Present
3. Future

This is the most common Tarot spread, and an easy one to 
apply to almost any situation. Many people see it as ‘Past 

/ Present / Future’, but it can also be ‘Yesterday / Now 
/ Tomorrow’ or ‘You / Me / Us’—whatever three things 

might apply to your inquiry can work in these three spots!

1. 2. 3.



journey spreadconfl ict spread

1.What is most exciting about this journey?
2. What will cause the most conflict?

3. What is holding you back?
4. How can you best move forward?

5. The highlight of this journey.
6. Conclusion - your celebration!

Use this spread when you’re starting down a new path, or 
trying to foresee the possible outcome for a new venture or 
idea. Alternatively, also a good spread to use if you are in 

the middle of a journey and you feel stuck or blocked!

1. You, now.
2. Conflicting forces.

3. What is lifting you up.
4. Underlying influences.
5. Mindset to cultivate.
6. Mindset to release.
7. Next action to take.
8. Advice or message.

This spread is great for working through a specific question 
you may have, a block you might be experiencing, or a 

conflict you are trying to resolve.

1. / 2. 7. 8.
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W H I T E  R O S E
Rosa

This card signifies the beginning of the Tarot journey. 
In traditional Tarot, this first card is called the Fool, 
and is associated with beginnings, innocence, and 
freedom. Similarly, the White Rose, the flower for the 
month of June, symbolizes a New Start and Wisdom. 
When beginning down a new path, we innocently 
believe we have all of the wisdom we need, which 
gives us the freedom and confidence to step forward 
into the unknown. 

T H E  F O O L
Beginnings, Innocence, Freedom

fig. 0

m a j o r  a r c a n a
fig. 0-21

s w o r d s
fig. 22-35

c u p s
fig. 36-49

w a n d s
fig. 50-63

p e n t a c l e s
fig. 64-77



F E R N
Polypodiopsida

Ferns, with their delicate shade-loving foliage, represent 
Magic, Fascination, and Sincerity. In traditional Tarot, 
this is the Magician card, which is all about action, 
power, and resourcefulness. There is great power in 
magic, and great resourcefulness in fascination. Tap 
into your own intuition and shadow side. You are 
a well of your own personal power and magic.

T H E  M A G I C I A N
Action, Power, Resourcefulness

fig. 1

L O T U S
Nelumbo Nucifera

The Lotus flower has direct ties to Buddhism—while 
rooted in mud, they bloom on long stalks as if floating 
above the muddy waters of attachment and desire. This 
sacred blossom corresponds to the High Priestess, who 
deals extensively with the subconscious, intuition, and 
spirituality. How can you rise above the muddy waters 
and connect intuitively with your subconscious realm?

T H E  H I G H  P R I E S T E S S
Subconscious, Intuition, Spirituality

fig. 2



P E O N Y
Paeonia

In the traditional Tarot, the Empress is a strong female 
figure symbolizing abundance, fertility, and nature. 
She’s a perfect pairing for the Peony, which signifies 
Compassion and Prosperity—probably due in part to 
its prosperous array of fluffy petals. At this point in the 
journey, you may be picking up speed, feeling good, 
and recognizing the bounty you have at our fingertips. 

T H E  E M P R E S S
Abundance, Fertility, Nature

fig. 3

M A G N O L I A
Magnolia Grandiflora

It’s no wonder the mighty Magnolia symbolizes 
Nobility and Self-Esteem—this massive bloom with its 
stark white petals is truly regal indeed. Like the mighty 
Emperor of traditional Tarot, this card instills a sense 
of structure, stability, and foundation. This masculine 
ruler has acquired years of wisdom and experience, and 
is passionate about meeting life’s challenges head on.

T H E  E M P E R O R
Structure, Stability, Foundation

fig. 4



E U C A L Y P T U S
Eucalyptus Globulus

If you’ve ever stood within a grove of Eucalyptus 
trees you might know why this sturdy tree symbolizes 
protection. The tall trunks seem almost impenetrable… 
not unlike our societal traditions and institutions, 
represented by the Hierophant of traditional Tarot. 
But perhaps these systems are less impenetrable than 
they seem? After all, to exit a grove of trees you simply 
have to walk between the trunks.

T H E  H I E R O P H A N T
Tradition, Society, Institution

fig. 5

B O U G A I N V I L L E A
Bougainvillea Glabra

Oh, Bougainvillea, you saucy temptress! Long reaching 
vines tipped with delicate groupings of blooms, and—
every so often—some sharp spikes. Such are the joys 
and woes of Passion, and the card of the Lovers. But 
this card also brings with it the concept of choice. Do 
you succumb to the fury of passion, and take the risk 
that you might be plucked by a thorn?

T H E  L O V E R S
Passion, Union, Choice

fig. 6



S P I R E A
Spiraea Japonica

The fluffiness of Spirea, with its zillions of tiny flowers, 
is obsession-worthy. Its long-reaching stalks might 
be the reason it signifies Victory. The Tarot card that 
immediately comes to mind is the Chariot—charging 
into the future with determination and control. Victory 
can be yours, if you assert yourself as the driver at the 
helm of your chariot. 

T H E  C H A R I O T
Victory, Determination, Assertion

fig. 7

C E D A R
Cedrus

The evergreen Cedar is happiest growing tall in the 
mountains, reaching up to the clouds. Take courage 
and Strength from this sturdy tree, and embody its 
resilience and control as it withstands the elements. 
But the Strength card is associated with more than 
just outward physical power—tap into your internal 
strength and a control that can only come from that 
quiet place within.

S T R E N G T H
Courage, Control, Resilience

fig. 8



V I O L E T
Viola

Much like the Hermit, Violets are solitary flowers and 
only grow one to a stalk. This card can be seen in a 
negative light, but there are times in our life when we 
need to be introspective, and quiet, and allow space in 
solitude for our minds to wander. Channel the Violet 
by embracing the need to take Shelter—to Retreat—
knowing that you can soon come back to the world 
refreshed and renewed.

T H E  H E R M I T
Solitude, Introspection, Meditation

fig. 9

C A M E L L I A
Camellia Japonica

Destiny is in Your Hands… such is the sentiment of 
the Camellia blossom. Like the karmic cycle of the 
Wheel of Fortune, the Camellia also refers to the 
karma of this great world we are spinning around on. 
This card is about letting go, letting nature take its 
course, and trusting in the wisdom of the universe.

W H E E L  O F  F O R T U N E
Karma, Cycles, Destiny

fig. 10



B L A C K - E Y E D  S U S A N
Rudbeckia Hirta

Native to Britain, the Black-Eyed Susan has since 
made its way west and now flourishes across the North 
American continent. Its blooms return every year 
because they are a vigorously self-sowing plant. Perhaps 
they stand for Justice for their dependability, and their 
ability to balance many climates and seasons. The scales 
of the Justice card ask us to find balance and equality—
what is the fairest route to take?

J U S T I C E
Fairness, Equality, Balance

fig. 11

L I C H E N
Flavoparmelia Caperata

The Lichen, an often overlooked fungus, has been 
given the meanings of Solitude and Dejection. 
This card is associated with the Hanged Man of the 
traditional Tarot. It reminds us that there is a time 
when we must change our perspective, and surrender 
to a new way of thinking, letting go of our old ways 
(and sometimes sacrificing something in the process). 

T H E  H A N G E D  M A N
Surrender, Sacrifice, Perspective

fig. 12



B A Y  L A U R E L
Laurus Nobilis

In the Victorian Language of Flowers, Bay Laurel 
literally means “I Change but in Death.” The Death 
card in the Tarot is also all about endings, change, and 
transformation. We can think of the changing of the 
seasons in this way—some things have to fall away 
for the new to emerge. Death doesn’t always have to 
be a negative experience, it can also be about positive 
transformation and new beginnings. 

D E A T H
Endings, Change, Transformation

fig. 13

A S T E R
Aster

Aster symbolizes Love, Patience, and Elegance. 
This seemed fitting to pair with the Temperance 
card of traditional Tarot, which is all about balance 
and moderation. This card can be a good reminder 
to seek balance and moderation in some aspect of
your life journey. Have love and patience, for 
yourself and others. 

T E M P E R A N C E
Balance, Moderation, Patience

fig. 14



T U B E R O S E
Polianthes Tuberosa

Have you ever taken a deep whiff of Tuberose and its 
dangerously pleasurable scent? This card is paired with 
the Devil card of traditional Tarot, which is definitely 
more of a warning. Are there things in your life you are 
indulging in too much? Should you be wary of their 
Dangerous Pleasure? When faced with temptation, 
think of the Tuberose, warning you to take everything 
in moderation.

T H E  D E V I L
Addiction, Destruction, Materialism

fig. 15

C Y C L A M E N
Cyclamen Persicum

A Timid Hope can peek up from the ashes of a major 
upheaval—the Cyclamen blooms through the frost 
after a long and dreary winter, just as we’ve resigned 
ourselves to the cold. Like the Tower of traditional 
Tarot, this card can be seen in an extremely negative 
light, all about a major upheaval, collapse, and 
release. But there can be positivity in a Resignation 
or Goodbye. Where things fall away, other beautiful 
things can rise up out of the frozen soil. 

T H E  T O W E R
Upheaval, Collapse, Release

fig. 16



O L I V E
Olea Europaea

The Olive branch is universally recognized as a 
symbol for Peace, so it’s a fitting pairing for the Star of 
traditional Tarot, which is a card of hope, renewal, and 
serenity. Let this be a peaceful time for contemplation, 
relaxation, and re-setting. Get in touch with your inner 
knowing—make Peace with your faults and love 
yourself in spite of them.

T H E  S T A R
Hope, Renewal, Serenity

fig. 17

D A N D E L I O N
Taraxacum

Some might say that the Moon is a bit of a Rustic 
Oracle, a Dandelion in the sky altering the tides and 
guiding us through our subconscious dream state. 
The Moon card reminds us to explore the mysterious 
shadow realm—there can be a lot of learning in the 
dark of the night. Perhaps some truths that we weren’t 
aware existed inside us can surface if we allow ourselves 
to explore our own depths.

T H E  M O O N
Mystery, Subconscious, Dreams

fig. 18



W H I T E  S A G E
Salvia Apiana

White Sage is a traditionally healing and cleansing 
herb, and pairs perfectly with the vitality of the Sun 
card of traditional Tarot. This is a card about running 
through a meadow mid-day to bask in the warmth of 
the open sky. Raise your face to the rays of the sun and 
breathe in the warm happy feelz. Celebrate the success 
you’ve worked hard for—you have earned it and are 
deserving of it.

T H E  S U N
Success, Happiness, Vitality

fig. 19

C I L A N T R O
Coriandrum Sativum

Some may say Cilantro has a Hidden Worth, 
and certainly this polarizing herb (loved and hated 
equally by many) is judged more often than most 
edible plants. But its association with the Judgement 
card of traditional Tarot deals with more than just 
right or wrong. It’s about healing, rebirth, and finding 
your inner calling. When you face your final hours, 
what do you want to have accomplished? From what 
wrongs do you want to be absolved? 

J U D G E M E N T
Rebirth, Inner Calling, Absolution

fig. 20



C H E R R Y  B L O S S O M
Prunus Serrulata

Cherry Blossoms grace us with their presence every 
Spring, and seem to fall to Earth as soon as they 
bloom… only to appear again next year. This beautiful 
cycle gave them the meaning of Spirituality, Beauty, and 
Impermanence. Similarly, the World card of traditional 
Tarot completes a journey. You’ve come a long way and 
now can celebrate your new wholeness, but the beauty 
that comes from this completion is impermanant. 
Embrace your own cycles and celebrate another 
turn around the sun.

T H E  W O R L D
Completion, Wholeness, Accomplishment

fig. 21

M I N T
Mentha

Perhaps Mint gained the meaning of Virtue because 
of its bright, clean scent. This herb pairs with the Ace 
of Swords in the traditional Tarot, which represents 
clarity, leadership, and prestige. The suit of Swords also 
relates to the intellect and the mind. When starting 
down a new path it’s good to gain clarity, before 
plowing forward confidently with a leader’s stride.

A C E  O F  S W O R D S
Clarity, Leadership, Prestige

fig. 22



L O V E - I N - A - M I S T
Nigella Sativa

Love-in-a-Mist is characterized by the delicate 
threadlike bracts that surround each flower, giving it 
a hazy and unclear quality. Much like this obstructed 
wildflower, the traditional Tarot’s Two of Swords 
represents a blockage. You may have indecision about 
how to proceed on your path, which choice to make. 
What’s your best next step? 

2  O F  S W O R D S
Indecision, Choice, Blockage

fig. 23

M A R I G O L D
Calendula Officinalis

The Marigold is often associated with the sun because 
of its bright and sunny coloring, but there can be a 
dark side to every sunny spot—and this flower also 
symbolizes Grief and Sorrow. Thus, it’s paired with the 
Three of Swords, a card all about heartbreak, betrayal, 
and loss. In a difficult time, hopefully the Marigold 
can at least remind you of sunnier days—a beacon of 
light to get through the dark.

3  O F  S W O R D S
Heartbreak, Betrayal, Loss

fig. 24



M A P L E
Acer

Maple trees hold within them a Reserve of delicious 
syrup. But to guarantee that we have that sweet stuff 
in the future, we have to be thoughtful about the 
amount we take. The same might be said for your 
energy: reserve some of your energy to ensure you can 
keep going long into the future. This card is related to 
the traditional Tarot’s Four of Swords, which is about 
taking time to step back, rest. This might be a good 
moment to pause and contemplate your next move.

4  O F  S W O R D S
Contemplation, Rest, Relaxation

fig. 25

O L E A N D E R
Nerium Oleander

In the novel White Oleander, a mother poisons 
her lover with milky sap from the Oleander bush, 
and conflict ensues… This beautiful, but hostile, 
flower is associated with the Five of Swords in 
traditional Tarot. The conflict and tension this card 
brings might be a warning sign, or a frustrating 
realization that it’s too late to avoid any hostility. 
Perhaps it’s worth it to compromise. Put down 
your sword and try to see eye-to-eye with others 
before you jeopardize important relationships.

5  O F  S W O R D S
Conflict, Tension, Hostility

fig. 26



S W E E T  P E A
Lathyrus Odoratus

The Sweet Pea, with its short-lived blooms, symbolizes 
Departure and Delicate Pleasures. Similarly, it’s 
traditional Tarot partner, the Six of Swords, is about 
transition, regret, and acceptance. The Sweet Pea is also 
associated with the month of April—the first month 
that really starts to feel like Spring. The earth is waking 
up, flowers are blooming, and the earth is making way 
for new life. Don’t be afraid to say Goodbye to things 
during this transition time. Look to future and choose 
the option that has the greatest long-term benefit.

6  O F  S W O R D S
Transition, Regret, Acceptance

fig. 27

M A I D E N H A I R  F E R N
Adiantum

Perhaps the Maidenhair Fern earned its association 
with Discretion and Secrecy because of its delicate, 
wispy foliage. It’s also extremely hard to grow (believe 
me, I’ve tried). In the traditional Tarot, the Seven of 
Swords deals equally in deception. This is a card of 
stealth and strategy, and your intellect will have to 
come into full gear in this part of your path to mindful 
enlightenment. But be wary of trying to pull a fern 
over someone’s eyes to get ahead—you may find that 
the situation only ends in your own embarrassment.

7  O F  S W O R D S
Stealth, Deception, Strategy

fig. 28



B I R C H
Betula

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the Earth.” 
The meek Birch is paired with the Eight of Swords in 
traditional Tarot. Isolation is common here, or perhaps 
captivity (isolation against your will). Self-destruction 
is also a common theme of the Eight of Swords. 
Perhaps you are over thinking and being overly critical 
of yourself or others. Maybe you need to look at the 
situation from a new perspective, to see that you do 
have a way to overcome and inherit what’s yours.

8  O F  S W O R D S
Isolation, Captivity, Self-Destruction

fig. 29

A N E M O N E
Anemone Nemorosa

Anemone flowers close up at night and re-open in 
the sunlight, and the Anticipation of the morning’s 
blooms is what gives this gorgeous flower its meaning. 
Sometimes we can see anticipation as an exciting 
thing, but for many it invokes stress, anxiety, and 
despair. When will it happen? Will it ever happen? 
What will I do if it doesn’t? Perhaps the transformation 
you’re waiting for is worth some quiet patience.

9  O F  S W O R D S
Anxiety, Despair, Transformation

fig. 30



H E L L E B O R E
Helleborus

Hellebore are one of the few winter blooming plants—
how scandalous that such a gorgeous bloom should 
show itself in these cold bleak months! Hellebore is 
associated with the Ten of Swords in the traditional 
Tarot. This card can feel a lot like a hard frost: defeat, 
fear, and crisis abound. The road ahead seems long… 
or is it that the road behind is long, and you find 
yourself wondering if it will ever end?

1 0  O F  S W O R D S
Defeat, Fear, Crisis

fig. 31

O A K  L E A F
Quercus

The mighty Oak Tree has long been a symbol of 
strength and courage—much like the mighty Page 
of Swords, whose quick wit makes him energetic, 
impulsive, and curious. You may be itching to start on 
a new project with boundless determination. Bravery 
can be revered, but it can also put you in some rather 
sticky situations if you’re a bit overzealous.

P A G E  O F  S W O R D S
Energetic, Impulsive, Curious

fig. 32



D A F F O D I L
Narcissus

In Greek mythology, Narcissus fell in love with his own 
reflection, and his Vanity was his downfall. The fragrant 
Daffodil would probably fall to the same fate if it had 
eyeballs to see its gorgeous self. In traditional Tarot, 
Knight of Swords may also be considered a bit of an 
egomaniac, with his aggressive and determined nature. 
But is vanity always a negative thing? It takes a lot of 
self-confidence to be so fierce.

K N I G H T  O F  S W O R D S
Determined, Fierce, Aggressive

fig. 33

C L E M A T I S
Clematis

The ingenious Clematis vine grows quickly up 
trellises and other plants. Its delicate blooms may 
have combined with its clever nature to give it the 
meaning of Mental Beauty. And in traditional Tarot, 
the highly perceptive Queen of Swords is much like 
the Clematis. She delicately considers all obstacles, 
and when she sees an opening she takes it.

Q U E E N  O F  S W O R D S
Intelligent, Resourceful, Perceptive

fig. 34



N A S T U R T I U M
Tropaeolum

All hail the Nasturtium! Heartily growing in 
conspicuous spots with little need for water, this 
amazing plant produces edible flowers to boot! This 
conqueror of a plant also symbolizes Victory and 
Patriotism. In traditional Tarot, the King of Swords is 
quite patriotic himself: his rational intellect gives him 
authority over all he purveys. Take inspiration from this 
King and lean into your own intellect—it is the key you 
need to succeed.

K I N G  O F  S W O R D S
Rational, Intellectual, Authority

fig. 35

H O N E Y S U C K L E
Lonicera

In the traditional Tarot, the Ace of Cups begins an 
emotional rollercoaster of a journey—the Cups suit 
has all the feelz. We often start off optimistic, full of 
love and compassion… much like the Honeysuckle, 
with its sweet nectar and fragrant blooms. This vine’s 
association with the Bonds of Love and Devotion 
made it a natural pairing for this touchy-feely Ace. The 
opportunity for emotional and spiritual fulfillment is 
there—will you reach out and grab it?

A C E  O F  C U P S
Love, Compassion, Fulfillment

fig. 36



C H R Y S A N T H E M U M
Chrysanthemum Morifolium

This card is all about partnership and attraction—not 
necessarily romantic (though it certainly could be). The 
Chrysanthemum (and it’s Tarot corollary, the Two of 
Cups) represents all manners of compatibility. With 
a foundation of Truth, Optimism, and respect, any 
partnership is sure to be mutually beneficial.

2  O F  C U P S
Partnership, Compatibility, Attraction

fig. 37

P A R S L E Y
Petroselinum Crispum

I love the meaning of Parsley, which is simply: 
Festivity! This herb is all about celebration, and at 
this point in your emotional journey this card is 
crying out for a joyous acknowledgement of all of 
community you’ve gathered around you. This card is 
associated with the Three of Cups of the traditional 
Tarot. It reminds you to bask in the support system 
you’ve created and appreciate the A-team who is 
cheering you on.

3  O F  C U P S
Celebration, Friendship, Community

fig. 38



B O R A G E
Borago Officinalis

Despite its medicinal properties and delicious edible 
flowers, the tiny spines covering the Borage plant make 
it pretty uninviting—perhaps this is how it earned 
its meaning of Bluntness. This card is paired with the 
Four of Cups in the traditional Tarot, which signifies 
apathy and dissatisfaction. Perhaps you’re feeling 
underwhelmed or unchallenged. Or maybe you’re 
dissatisfied with the fruits of your labor. In either case, 
challenge yourself to look inward and contemplate 
your position. It’s time to wake up and be alert to new 
opportunities for inspiration.

4  O F  C U P S
Contemplation, Apathy, Dissatisfaction

fig. 39

W E E P I N G  W I L L O W
Salix Babylonica

You guys, this plant is literally called a Weeping 
Willow. It’s so, so sad… it’s no wonder it signifies 
Mourning. This is a total Five of Cups tree—a Tarot 
card that feels like the hard slog through the center of 
an emotional journey. Disappointment, despair, regret, 
sorrow… These are all normal feelings when you’re 
stuck in the mud and it seems like there’s no easy way 
out. But stay strong! There is always a little sliver of 
hope shining out of the darkness.

5  O F  C U P S
Disappointment, Despair, Regret

fig. 40



L I L Y  O F  T H E  VA L L E Y
Convallaria Majalis

You’ve been dragged through the mud of an emotional 
journey and have made it to the other side. The Lily of 
the Valley greets you here with Purity and Sweetness. 
This is a return to happiness, but also a humility that 
can only be gained from going through the hard stuff. 
With the Six of Cups, you may feel nostalgic about 
the ease that came before the hard times… but 
know that the innocence you had before can 
never again be regained.

6  O F  C U P S
Nostalgia, Innocence, Sentimentality

fig. 41

A P P L E  B L O S S O M 
Malus domestica

You’ve gone through a journey, and crossed the hardest 
bridge. You’re greeted on the other side by a beautiful 
blooming Apple tree. Remember Eve? The Choices 
you’ve made and the Knowledge you’ve gained can give 
you the illusion that you are closer to the end than you 
actually are. Indecision about how to move forward 
sets in. This can be a fantastical (and potentially 
frustrating) place where emotions are Illuminated. 
Perhaps what you desire is not actually as it seems. 
Could you be seeking out temporary pleasures that 
may not be beneficial in the long run?

7  O F  C U P S
Fantasy, Illusion, Indecision

fig. 42



H Y D R A N G E A
Hydrangea Macrophylla

The Eight of Cups can be a hard pill to swallow—you’ve 
been through the wringer and suddenly despair sets in 
in the form of escapism, avoidance and withdrawal. Or 
perhaps you feel abandoned by someone or something. 
Hydrangea, despite its romantic appearance, represents 
this uncomfortable state. Sometimes the best thing to 
do when you’re feeling this way is to take a step back 
and practice some low-key self love. Don’t be too hard 
on yourself or others.

8  O F  C U P S
Escapism, Abandonment, Withdrawal

fig. 43

T U L I P
Tulipa

After every hardship comes a silver lining, and this 
emotional diamond in the rough comes in the form 
of the Tulip flower, a symbol of Friendship and 
Gratitude. This card’s corollary in the traditional 
Tarot, the Nine of Cups, is about leaning into the 
satisfaction, Happiness, and comfort that you might 
be feeling—not taking it for granted. But be wary of 
too much daydreaming about the bigger picture. You 
may need to balance that with action to make sure 
you can actually fulfill your dreams.

9  O F  C U P S
Satisfaction, Happiness, Comfort

fig. 44



L A R K S P U R
Delphinium

This card (and it’s sibling in the traditional Tarot, 
the Ten of Cups) represents the ultimate finale of an 
emotional journey. A high note of harmony, alignment 
and bliss. Delphinium is a perfect pairing for this 
positive card. If you don’t quite feel you’ve attained 
this nirvanic state, listen to your intuition and follow 
opportunities that are in harmony with your values. 
This is sure to make you feel more fulfilled than doing 
what you think you ‘should’ be doing.

1 0  O F  C U P S
Harmony, Alignment, Bliss

fig. 45

J A S M I N E
Jasminum

It’s no wonder that the sensual Jasmine vine, with its 
sweet fragrance and petite blooms, is a symbol of Love, 
Beauty and Amiability. This card—and it’s cousin 
in the traditional Tarot, the Page of Cups—is about 
feeling the flow and leaning into the emotion of a 
creative endeavor. What is beautiful or sensual in this 
moment? Explore the delightful inspiration that you 
may encounter even if you don’t quite understand yet 
where it may lead.

P A G E  O F  C U P S
Inspiration, Synchronicity, Creativity

fig. 46



H Y A C I N T H
Hyacinthus

In the traditional Tarot, this card is matched with the 
Knight of Cups—a playful knight full of romance and 
charm. He may just give you a wink, pull you up onto 
his trusty steed, and whisk you off on an adventure. 
It may feel a little careless to allow yourself to go with 
the flow, but the Playful Hyacinth flower reminds us 
that sometimes leaning into our curious nature can be 
a surprising delight. Take your lead from the knight, 
who’s extremely in touch with his emotions and whose 
feelings strongly influence his next step.

K N I G H T  O F  C U P S
Romance, Charm, Adventure

fig. 47

M I M O S A
Albizia Julibrissin

If you’ve ever had the pleasure of running your hand 
along the leaves of a Mimosa tree you may have 
noticed the leaves immediately curl up and react to 
your touch. Mimosas are part of a group of flora 
known as ‘Sensitivity plants”. This plant is the perfect 
pairing for the Queen of Cups, who is intuitive, 
sensitive, and nurturing. Often a healer, this Queen 
seems to know what’s wrong before you even open 
your mouth to speak. How can you make sense of your 
own situation with with compassion and sensitivity?

Q U E E N  O F  C U P S
Intuitive, Sensitive, Nurturing

fig. 48



I R I S
Iris Germanica

The ancient Greek goddess Iris, who personified the 
rainbow, acted as a link between the earth and the 
heavens—and the Iris flower has since been given 
the meaning of Faith, Hope, and Wisdom. In the 
traditional Tarot, the King of Cups shares a similar 
wisdom. His compassion and control help give him a 
steady hand over his kingdom. He represents emotional 
restraint and a balance between feeling and intellect.

K I N G  O F  C U P S
Balance, Control, Wisdom

fig. 49

O R E G A N O
Origanum Vulgare

Oregano, a delicious herb, carries the meaning of Joy. 
It’s a fitting pairing with the Ace of Wands which is all 
about buoyant creativity and inspiration. Lean into the 
optimism of embarking on this creative journey, and 
relish all of the potential possibilities it presents.

A C E  O F  W A N D S
Inspiration, Potential, Creativity

fig. 50



L I S I A N T H U S
Eustoma

Once you embark on a journey, you may discover that 
you need to do pause for some preparation before you 
move too far ahead… The Two of Wands not only asks 
you to consider the planning you might need to do, but 
also to appreciate the abundance that you already have. 
Take inspiration from the Lisianthus, which symbolizes 
Appreciation. Perhaps you already have everything you 
need to keep going.

2  O F  W A N D S
Planning, Discovery, Abundance

fig. 51

B O R O N I A
Boronia Megastigma

Boronia is native to Australia and symbolizes 
Clarity and Focus. Keep this sturdy plant in mind 
as you continue on your creative journey. Boronia is 
associated with the Three of Wands, the Tarot card that 
reminds us that we may now have a clearer perspective 
of where we’re headed. Focus on the task at hand and 
work towards your goal with renewed clarity.

3  O F  W A N D S
Perspective, Expansion, Preparation

fig. 52



I V Y
Hedera

Ivy, with its twining tendrils of persistent greenery, has a 
unique stability that’s strangely comforting. Perhap this 
is why it’s associated with Marriage and Partnership. 
Similarly, in the traditional Tarot, the Four of Wands 
reminds us to pause and enjoy the strong bonds of 
community and the stable structures in our lives. 
They’re something worth celebrating.

4  O F  W A N D S
Celebration, Stability, Safety

fig. 53

R H O D O D E N D R O N
Rhododendron Ponticum

You may be at contentious spot in your journey—the 
climax of the story, if you will. In the traditional Tarot, 
the Five of Wands (with its focus on competition, 
disagreement, and tension) is hardly the a fun place 
to be… For this reason the Rhododendron is fitting 
pairing, for though it is beautiful, it is extremely 
poisonous. Yes, even the pollen—so don’t take 
a whiff! Beware.

5  O F  W A N D S
Competition, Disagreement, Tension

fig. 54



G L A D I O L U S
Gladiolus Oppositiflorus

You’ve done it! Victory is yours with this card (which 
is associated with the Six of Wands). Take pride in 
your hard work and bask in your achievements. The 
glorious Gladiolus highlights your Strength and Moral 
Integrity. Don’t be afraid to show off what you have 
accomplished thus far! Recount your achievements 
for your own satisfaction.

6  O F  W A N D S
Recognition, Achievement, Victory

fig. 55

L AV E N D E R
Lavandula

The Romans believed that poisonous snakes lived 
among Lavender bushes, and for that reason this 
plant gained the meaning of Distrust. In the Fleurot, 
Lavender is associated with the Seven of Wands of 
traditional Tarot. Through your own perseverance, 
you’ll arrive on the other side of a challenge feeling 
calm and serene—which is the more modern 
interpretation of Lavender’s essence.

7  O F  W A N D S
Challenge, Competition, Perseverance

fig. 56



T H Y M E
Thymus Vulgaris

You’re so close to the end of your creative journey! With 
the Eight of Wands, everything is speeding up. It may 
feel like everything is happening at once, yet you move 
forward with determination and purpose. Your eye is 
on the prize! This flurry of Activity is representative of 
Thyme, that delicious herb. When distilled, Thyme, is 
also a great remedy for fatigue.

8  O F  W A N D S
Speed, Action, Purpose

fig. 57

H A W T H O R N E
Crataegus

There comes a time in every journey when pessimism 
steps in… but take inspiration from the Hawthorne 
with its striking blooms and fierce thorns. Like 
the Nine of Wands, it reminds us to have Hope: 
be courageous and resilient. You are so close. 
You’re almost there.

9  O F  W A N D S
Courage, Resilience, Pessimism

fig. 58



B A S I L
Ocimum Basilicum

Though we can all agree that Basil is delicious, 
the propagation and growing of the plant can be a 
frustrating and hate-filled process (and perhaps this is 
why European lore also sometimes associated it with 
Satan). Basil’s counterpart in the traditional Tarot, the 
Ten of Wands, mirrors the endless struggle to grow a 
finicky plant: exhausting, oppressive, and burdensome. 
Is it really worth all of the hard work? I guess that 
depends on how much you like pesto… 

1 0  O F  W A N D S
Burden, Oppression, Exhaustion

fig. 59

P O P P Y
Papaver Somniferum

We all recall the scene in the Wizard of Oz—a 
vision of Dorothy in the extravagant field of 
Poppies. Such is the sentiment of the Page of Wands: 
creativity, enthusiasm, and discovery abound in this 
card. The Page is ready to take a big whiff of that 
field of Poppies, and see what inspiration might 
spark his fancy.

P A G E  O F  W A N D S
Enthusiasm, Exploration, Discovery

fig. 60



R A N U N C U L U S
Ranunculus Asiaticus

The Knights always feel to me like the charmers of 
the Tarot, which is why the Ranunculus—“You are 
radiant with charms”—is the perfect fit for the Knight 
of Wands. This card is all about passion and adventure. 
You’ll have quite a time with this active charmer! This 
bright Knight has true commitment to his goals, and 
boundless energy to make things happen.

K N I G H T  O F  W A N D S
Energy, Passion, Adventure

fig. 61

C A R N A T I O N
Dianthus Caryophyllus

Dianthus, the Carnation’s latin name, comes from 
Ancient Greek for “Heavenly Flower”. This title alludes 
to the bloom’s association with Love, Fascination, and 
Distinction. Carnations are often worn on special 
occasions and exude warmth and confidence—much 
like the exuberant Queen of Wands. This Queen is 
strong, independent, and not afraid to openly 
pursue her goals.

Q U E E N  O F  W A N D S
Exuberant, Warmth, Confident

fig. 62



A M A R Y L L I S
Hippeastrum

What better flower to pair with the King of Wands 
than the headstrong Amaryllis? This bloom signifies 
Determination and Creative Achievement. This King 
is mature in his quest, passionate about his art, and a 
visionary in his field. He is inclined to take an idea and 
change the world to match his vision, and he thrives in 
solving a problem that will benefit the greater good.

K I N G  O F  W A N D S
Visionary, Mature, Passionate

fig. 63

Q U E E N  A N N E ’ S  L A C E 
Daucus Carota

With its lacy, fluffy caps, Queen Anne’s Lace has an 
air of Fantasy. And the Ace of Pentacles feels like a 
similarly blissful state. This card deals with the material 
and physical realm, often specifically related to money. 
Things are feeling prosperous! With clarity and 
opportunity, you’re ready to take on the world.

A C E  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Prosperity, Clarity, Opportunity

fig. 64



C O S M O S
Cosmos Bipinnatus

Bouncy and effervescent, the Cosmo represents 
Joy in Love and Life, is associated with the Two 
of Pentacles. You feel balanced, adaptable, and 
connected. Everything is jiving. Everything is 
in flow. Life is to be enjoyed!

2  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Balance, Adaptability, Connectivity

fig. 65

M O R N I N G  G L O R Y
Ipomoea

The determined Morning Glory vine will twine its 
way up fence posts and railings, growing in twists and 
turns to reach the sun so it can open to the sky at first 
light. The beauty of the Morning Glory wouldn’t be 
possible without the teamwork between the sun, the 
rain, and the soil. Similarly, the Three of Pentacles is 
an extremely collaborative card. What can you learn 
from others? How can you be an integral part of a 
larger group effort?

3  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Collaboration, Teamwork, Learning

fig. 66



S N A P D R A G O N
Antirrhinum

As a child, my favorite garden discovery was the 
Snapdragon’s expressive flowers that snapped open 
and closed when the sides were gently compressed. 
The hidden nature of this magical trait might have 
given it the meaning of Deception. In the traditional 
Tarot, the Four of Pentacles may also be revealing a 
certain degree of Deception in your material realm. 
Where are you being too conservative, or too 
possessive, or too controlling?

4  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Conservatism, Possession, Control

fig. 67

B U T T E R C U P
Ranunculus

Behold the wild Buttercup! So petite, bright… 
iridescent! Its youthful qualities may be why this 
bloom is associated with Childishness. It also 
represents the Desire for Riches, and is paired with 
the Five of Pentacles in traditional Tarot. You may 
be feeling scarcity and insecurity in your material 
realm—a certain sense of isolation or depression might 
be setting in. Look to the cheerful Buttercup during 
this trying time. Perhaps a bit of childlike playfulness 
might instill some lightness into this bleak moment.

5  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Scarcity, Insecurity, Isolation

fig. 68



C A N T E R B U R Y  B E L L S
Campanula Medium

You can almost imagine the bell-shaped flowers of 
Canterbury Bells’ elegant stalk making a delightful 
ringing sound as they sway in the wind. Perhaps the 
musical illusion of this bloom is what gives it the 
meaning of Gratitude. The Canterbury Bells are 
paired with the Six of Pentacles, which represents 
having slogged through the hard times of material 
scarcity. Now you’re on the other side, filled with 
generosity, charity, and a willingness to share your 
riches with friends and neighbors. A call for 
celebration and lightheartedness!

6  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Generosity, Charity, Sharing

fig. 69

D A H L I A
Dahlia Pinnata

The perfectly coiffed Dahlia has oft been a high society 
flower. And with a bit of the perseverance, investment 
and reflection afforded by the Seven of Pentacles, you 
too could be a part of the upper class—or at the very 
least be able to afford a prize bunch of Dahlias to grace 
your dinner table.

7  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Perseverance, Investment, Reflection

fig. 70



H O L L Y
Ilex

The druids thought that the Holly tree had magical 
powers. Cutting it down was said to bring bad luck, 
but hanging it in your home would bring good luck 
and protection. The Holly tree is also associated with 
Foresight and Truth, and such is paired with the Eight 
of Pentacles of traditional Tarot. This is a time to focus 
and educate yourself. Engage in the task at hand and 
focus on your connection to the truth.

8  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Education, Engagement, Focus

fig. 71

F U C H S I A
Fuchsia Magellanica

The ballerina-esque blooms of the Fuchsia are trés 
elegant, and may be why it’s associated with Good 
Taste. You can almost imagine the Fuchsia’s flowers 
lounging on tufted velvet, dripping in luxurious pearls. 
But this card is also associated with Nine of Pentacles, 
which is about self-sufficiency. Yes, you may have some 
beautiful new jewels, but remember you earned them 
through hard work and dedication. Be grateful for the 
opportunity your effort has afforded you.

9  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Luxury, Self-Sufficiency, Gratitude

fig. 72



F I R
Abies

Fir trees demonstrate a longevity that is associated 
with that non-renewable resource: Time. It’s the one 
thing we all have the same amount of… so what 
will you do with your allotted time on this earth? 
In traditional Tarot, the Ten of Pentacles suggests 
that Time will allow you to build a legacy of success 
and wealth. What can be passed down or left behind 
for others when your time is up?

1 0  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Legacy, Success, Wealth

fig. 73

P E R U V I A N  L I L Y
Alstroemeria

The Peruvian Lily’s leaves grow upside down, with the 
leaf twisting upwards from the stem as it grows. Much 
like relationships, the twists and turns of friendship 
help to instill Devotion and Loyalty, the meanings 
associated with this bloom. In traditional Tarot, the 
Page of Pentacles is equally devoted. This commitment 
helps him to manifest opportunities for getting ahead. 
Focus on the careful planning required to make your 
dreams a reality.

P A G E  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Manifestation, Commitment, Opportunity

fig. 74



B E G O N I A
Begonia Semperflorens

In Victorian times you would send a Begonia to a 
traveller to let them know you were worried for their 
safety, or hoping they would have a safe trip. The 
Knight of Pentacles shows a similar sentiment: be 
sensible, don’t be overzealous. Efficiency and efficacy 
is key. This knight is extremely reliable and patient—
not a bad travel companion to have at your side.

K N I G H T  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Cautious, Sensible, Efficient

fig. 75

D O G W O O D
Cornus

The Dogwood is an extremely durable tree. It’s easy 
to grow and, traditionally, is a great wood for making 
daggers. Much like the Dogwood, which is strongly 
rooted into the earth, the Queen of Pentacles stands 
grounded and secure, with a focus on practicality. 
This is a no-nonsense card. How can you be more 
sure of yourself, present, and self-confident?

Q U E E N  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Practical, Grounded, Secure

fig. 76



C A T T A I L
Typha

A signifier of Peace and Prosperity, the Cattail is also 
an edible plant that helps to reduce pain and speed 
healing. Some say it may even prevent cancer! This 
reed represents the last card of the Pentacles suit in 
traditional Tarot: the King. The King of Pentacles is 
all about abundance, but he is also in control of his 
possessions. How can you be disciplined enough so 
that the material world doesn’t control you?

K I N G  O F  P E N T A C L E S
Abundance, Control, Discipline

fig. 77
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Thank You
To everyone who supported this project during its 

creation, to everyone who purchased a pre-sale deck, 
to everyone who got super excited when I told them 

about the idea and motivated me to keep going. 
You are my favorite and I am so grateful to you.



Fleurot, or the Floral Tarot Deck, blends  
the meanings of the Victorian Language of 

Flowers with the meanings of the traditional 
Rider-Waite Tarot deck. It is putting a new spin 
on an old classic, and shedding light on some of 
the other ways we can look at these basic human 
experiences. Ideally, we can use Tarot as a way to 
have a conversation with ourselves, and to guide 

us through our lives in an intuitive way.

Each of the 78 cards in this deck feature  
a botanical illustration and a three-word 

meaning associated with a traditional  
Rider-Waite tarot card.
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